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Meeting with Photographer Michelle Fey 

“The most magical time of life is the first 10 days… 

…after that babies just get nosey” says Michelle Fey, Hawke’s Bay’s leading baby photographer. 

“In the first 10 days they are so tiny, calm and serene – just perfect” she says. “After that it is gone 
forever as the baby grows and become more aware of the surroundings”. 

“In the excitement and bustle of a bringing a new born baby home many parents fail to get a camera 
out and take photos until the baby is sitting up or crawling - so those early days of new born perfection 
are lost for all time” Michelle tells me. “What I do is capture that time in a unique and compelling pose 
that the parents will cherish forever and then pass on to the child when he or she grows up. It 
becomes a family icon like no other photograph can.”  

You can tell Michelle has a mother’s heart and a love for children. She is also a former policewoman 
who learned her trade in significantly more difficult circumstances than a safe and cosy studio. “Our 
family has a proud history of serving” she says “with over 115 years of police service going back to 
my great grandfather’s time”. After 10 years in the Auckland Police Force she and Police Sergeant 
husband John decided a return to Hawke’s Bay to raise their own kids was the right thing to do. After 
7 more years with the Police in Hawke’s Bay the mother of three decided it was time to point her 
camera in a new direction.  

“Why babies?” I asked her. “So calming” she answers. “Getting a baby feeling safe, loved, warm and 
relaxed is part of the delight of the job” she says. “Every baby is different and I love the chance to 
pose a baby in such a way as to let their own unique personality shine through.”  

“Being an ex- policewoman probably helps in reassuring and managing anxious parents hovering 
nearby!” I suggest. Michelle laughs. “Being a mum myself helps a lot” she says. “Parents quickly see I 
know what I am doing, that I know how to hold and reassure their little one - and how to get them 
settled for the photo. Getting pooped on is part of the job description as well!” 

Michelle regrets every day that she did not think to get photos of her own two boys when they were 
less than 10 days old. Now she encourages parents to book her before their baby arrives as each 
shoot takes over 3 hours and she can only manage one baby a day. “I invest so much emotion and 
energy into the little bundle” she tells me “that one a day is quite enough!”.  

So make sure you have your day booked with Michelle all you soon-to-be-parents, and remember, 
you have to do it before your little one gets too nosey!  
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