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John Miles Photography 

Had a fascinating catch up with John Miles the other day… 

“While words speak to the brain, images speak to the heart” says John, one of New Zealand’s leading 
photographers. “Images evoke emotional reactions. People bring something of themselves to every 
image they see, and that is why they can be so powerful. That is why images can change the world” 
he says. 

John, as you can tell, is passionate about what he does. And he is equally passionate about 
commercial photography, his wedding photography or his Everest or Tuki Tuki landscapes. 
Composition, colour, lighting and story-telling are all important parts of every photograph he takes.  

He loves the challenge of wedding photography because “you have to get it right at the moment it 
happens. You can’t ask the bride to say her vows again or get the happy couple to re-enact their first 
kiss! It is like news photography – you have to be in the right place at the right time but not get in the 
way of the story” he says. 

But what makes him a little sad (and a just a little frustrated) are those businesses he sees selling 
themselves short with the choice of photographs they use to promote their businesses. “Getting the 
images right for a business is vital” he says “because the cost of getting them wrong is huge”. I asked 
him to explain that. 

“Imagine” John says “how many potential customers simply dismiss a business because their images 
are poor quality. People interpret images with their emotions so they can very quickly link poor 
imagery to poor business practice. From there it is not a big leap for them to ask ‘if this business can’t 
be bothered to get its own stuff right why should I trust them with my business?’”. 

John understands business. He’s been a CEO of three European high-tech organisations so he 
knows what clients want and need from their photographs. “In the age of the internet when people 
have ceased being readers and have become screen scanners, imagery has never been more 
important” he tells me. “It is the pictures that stop us clicking through. It is the initial reactions to the 
imagery that emotionally connect people to a business for the first time. And that connection has to be 
a positive one for a customer to want to take the next step with you”.  

You can tell John is a brilliant bloke and great fun to chat with. And if you are now feeling your 
business could do with a more professional look and feel - give him a call. You won’t regret it! 

Mobile: 027 934 2987 

Website: johnmilesphotography.co.nz 

Email: mailto:info@johnmilesphotography.co.nz 
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