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Meeting with Steve Fiet, Headmaster of Hereworth School, Havelock North 

Steve Fiet is just the 9th Headmaster in 90 years at Hereworth School.  

One day his portrait will join the eight others already hanging on the panelled walls of this famous school. He is 
relatively new in the role and understands the traditions and history he has inherited with the job. “But education is 
changing” he tells me “it has to adapt to changes in society. Therefore, for example, we embrace technology and 
foreign languages here. We are fortunate that as an independent school we have total control of the syllabus. We 
know what works and what doesn’t when it comes to educating our boys and we strive for excellence every teaching 
day”. 

“At Hereworth we celebrate every boy’s achievements unreservedly” he continues. “We champion our poets, actors, 
academics and sportsmen equally because every society needs a rich mixture of talents and skills to be successful”. 

 “What do you love most about your?” I ask him.  

“The fact that, as a teaching team, we get back a thousand-fold what we put in. For us to see these young men 
become ready and confident about the next step they must take in the world is a truly rewarding experience”. 

“As a truly independent school we have the time, resources and freedom to create a learning pathway for each and 
every boy so they can excel in their own way. Our environment is supportive and nurturing, creating a holistic 
curriculum that allows each boy to find his own space and place”.  

“The friendships the boys make here must be particularly strong” I suggest. 

“Character and mateship are an important part of our ethos” Steve says. “Friendships that last a lifetime are forged on 
the sporting grounds and in the dorms and classrooms of Hereworth School” he says proudly. “The independence and 
self-confidence you see in a Hereworth boy is quite evident because our environment requires them to make 
decisions for themselves. What we witness here is the transformation from boys and young men into tomorrow’s good 
citizens and community leaders.” 

“Can they still climb trees or scrape their knees?” I ask Steve.  

“Yes they can - and we encourage that” he tells me. “One of the important lessons in life is to know how to get back 
up, dust yourself off and carry on. Life is full of consequences for your actions and that is a lesson we believe needs to 
be learned by all our boys during their time here”.  

“It seems to me from what I read in the papers that education has become very politically correct these days. What is 
your view on these trends?” I ask. 

“At Hereworth we believe both winning and losing is an important part of life and therefore an important part of 
preparing our students for the big outside world. We do not believe in cotton-wooling our boys as we believe that is 
counter-productive. Health & Safety is of course important but it is also governed by common-sense. Learning to deal 
with ups and downs is a crucial life lesson. It is all about developing resilience in our young men”. 

Most of us are lucky if we can count on the fingers of one hand the great teachers that had a profound effect on us as 
kids. But with Steve Fiet and his fabulous teaching team it seems to me the boys of Hereworth are going to need all 
their fingers and toes to keep count of theirs. What lucky young men they are. 


