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Meeting with Scott from City Space 

“When you are working for yourself from home one of the dangers is not having an environment that 

inspires and encourages you to crack on with the job” Scott O’Donnell tells me. 

“That is where ‘City Space’ comes in” he says. “We offer our members a downtown city co-working 

space for a flat monthly membership fee that they have access to 24/7. All the overheads like tea and 

coffee, cleaning costs, wi-fi and power are included in the price”. 

“So, you make taking the next step up from a home office that much easier” I say.  

“Exactly” says Scott. “We take the fear away for many small businesses who want to move out of 

home but cannot face committing to an expensive and scary lease agreement”. 

Scott has worked in such environments himself as a small business owner in both Canada and New 

Zealand. “In my personal experience the benefits of using shared space are immediate” he says. “You 

enter into a community where everyone is engaged and interested in what you are doing and want to 

help you. The environment is energised and immediately inspires our people to get into their working 

day – something that can be hard to do if you are at home with all the usual distractions. There are 

various price plans for different customers but the point remains the same – the office is here when 

you need it, how you need it.” 

Situated at 113 Heretaunga Street East opposite the cinema, City Space is a large upstairs space full 

of light and colour – and includes Table Tennis and Fusball in the staff kitchen/lounge area. There are 

break out rooms for group training and meeting rooms for privacy. Private offices are available for rent 

long term if open-plan is not your style. 

“Small businesses sharing office space is a popular trend all around the world” Scott says. “The 

advances in technology are making it possible for many people to have careers in ways never 

considered before - and thousands of people working from home is still a relatively recent 

phenomenon. But what people are starting to realise is that they miss and need office interaction to 

energise them, to provide sounding boards and to have helpful business development discussions. 

Not to mention networking opportunities!” 

“This part of Heretaunga Street is on the Council radar” Scott says “and the re-invention of this part of 

town is an exciting city project. Very soon City Space will be in the heart of the new CBD, an area full 

of cafes and shops so it is the perfect place to come to work each day. A co-working office space for 

some of Hastings brightest entrepreneurs is going to be great for the community as a whole, not just 

the business community. Imagine all that vibrancy and creativity in this room helping each other build 

a bright future for each other!” 

You can tell Scott is a force of energy himself and a lot of fun he is to be around. He is a bright young 

man with big ideas and a number of clever and successful businesses behind him already. So if you 

feel your business is ready to enter the next phase and a downtown office full of light and energy is 

what you need - then give Scott a call. It could be the brightest thing you do for your business this 

year! 


